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Legal Experience  

 

 Searcy Denney Scarola Barnhart & Shipley, P.A. - Shareholder              West Palm Beach, FL   

• Florida Bar Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyer 

• Catastrophic Personal Injury/Wrongful Death         2017-Present 

• Medical Malpractice 

• Professional and General Liability  

           

Wicker Smith O’Hara McCoy & Ford, P.A. – Trial Attorney               Fort Lauderdale, FL 

• Medical Malpractice                                2016-2017 

• Professional Liability  

• General Liability  

 

Law Offices of Keith J. Puya, P.A. – Trial Attorney              Palm Beach Gardens, FL 

• Medical Malpractice                                    2015-2016 

• Professional Liability  

 

 Department of Justice, United States Attorney’s Office, Law Clerk       Fort Lauderdale, FL 

• Civil Litigation            Jan. 2015- May 2015 

  

 Searcy Denney Scarola Barnhart & Shipley, P.A., Law Clerk                        West Palm Beach, FL     

 May 2014 – Aug. 2014 

  May 2013 –Aug. 2013 

 

 Associate Executive Editor, ILSA Journal of International and Comparative Law          2014-2015 

 

Junior Staff Member, ILSA Journal of International and Comparative Law                 2013-2014 

                                                                                                 

Senior Staff Member, International Citator and Research Guide                                         2013 

 

Education 

 

 Nova Southeastern University, Shepard Broad College of Law, Fort Lauderdale, FL      May 2015 

 Juris Doctor                  

 

Florida State University, Tallahassee, FL                                                  April 2012  

 Bachelors of Science Degree in Criminology & Political Science  

 Honors College 

 

Bar Admissions 

 

Florida 

United States District Court – Southern District and Middle District of Florida  
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Professional Associations 

 

American Board of Trial Advocates  

Florida Justice Association, Board of Directors 

American Association of Justice  

Palm Beach County Justice Association  

Palm Beach County Bar Association 

Broward County Bar Association 

 

Legal Honors & Awards 

 

Law Dragon Top 500               2026 

Best Lawyers                         2026 

Super Lawyers               2026 

Best Lawyers – Ones to Watch                 2023-2025 

Florida Trend’s Legal Elite                  2018-2022 

Super Lawyers – Rising Star                2021-2025 

Palm Beach Illustrated Top Lawyers – Medical Malpractice               2019-2022, 2025 

 

 

Academic Honors & Awards 

 

Seminole Torchbearers                   Inducted in March 2011 

ACC All-Academic – FSU Football                                                            2010 

Eagle Scout – Boy Scouts of America                                                 2007 

Service Scholar – Florida State University                                                       2008-2012 

Gold Congressional Award Recipient – from U.S. Congress                                                                 2007 

Interfraternity Council New Member of the Year – The Phi Kappa Tau Fraternity                           2008 

 

Notable Verdicts and Settlements 

Confidential (2026) Trucking Negligence     Settlement  $5,500,000.00 

Johnson E/O v. Garrett, MD, et al. (2026) Medical Malpractice  Verdict  $2,647,462.00 

Confidential (2025) Medical Malpractice     Settlement $20,000,000.00 

Confidential (2025) Automobile Negligence    Presuit Settlement  $2,135,000.00 

Hubler E/O v. S. FL ENT, et al. (2024) Medical Malpractice   Verdict  $5,183,957.00 

Agnew v. Keeler Roofing, LLC (2023) Automobile Negligence  Verdict  $7,020,863.00 

Confidential (2023) Medical Malpractice    Settlement $6,500,000.00 

Confidential (2023) Medical Malpractice    Settlement  $4,000,000.00 

Confidential (2023) Medical Malpractice/Wrongful Death  Settlement $2,000,000.00 

Confidential (2023) Trucking Negligence     Settlement  $975,000.00 

Confidential (2018) Automobile Negligence     Settlement  $2,250,000.00 

Confidential (2020) Medical Malpractice    Settlement  $1,750,000.00 

Confidential (2021) Medical Malpractice    Settlement  $1,350,000.00 

Confidential (2020) Automobile Negligence     Settlement  $675,000.00 

Confidential (2019) Premise Liability     Settlement  $500,000.00 

 


