$1.3 Million
Verdict:

Lack of Road Maintenance and Safety
Procedures Results in Deadly Crash

FAILURE TO
MAINTAIN SAFE
ROAD CONDITIONS
RESULTS IN
$1.3 MILLION VERDICT
AGAINST FDOT
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The Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office responded to the two
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FDOT is responsible for the maintenance and safety of
Florida’s roads and highways. Evidence in the case
showed that FDOT failed to maintain the roadway drains
on a regular basis. During the ensuing investigation of
the series of accidents, it was revealed that the cause of
the standing water at the base of Hart Bridge was a drain
clogged by a vehicle’s mud flap or similar large piece of
plastic lodged in the drainage system. The mud flap/
plastic mysteriously disappeared after FDOT took custody of it following the investigation. Despite the loss of
this crucial piece of evidence, the Duval County Circuit
Court issued a final judgment in April 2005 for Amie and
the children in the amount of $1.3 million. ■
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