Meeting Corner:

Simple Gallbladder
Surgery Turns Into
A Battle for Life

Laurie J. Briggs
Laurie Briggs was recently selected as an
associate attorney for SDSBS. Since 1994,
she has worked as a paralegal for SDSBS on
cases involving products liability, catastrophic automobile accidents, personal
injury, and commercial litigation. Raised in Afton, New York,
Ms. Briggs received her Bachelor of Science degree in business
education from the State University of New York at Albany, and
her Masters of Science degree in education from State University of New York at Plattsburgh. She later graduated from Nova
Southeastern University Shepard Broad Law Center with a Juris
Doctor degree and was admitted to the Florida Bar in October
1993. Ms. Briggs currently works with SDSBS attorneys David Sales,
Cal Warriner, and Brenda Fulmer on mass tort litigation. She is a
member of the Florida Bar, Florida Justice Association, American
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cut the wrong duct. Instead of cutting the cystic duct, he
had severed the common bile duct. The doctor was so
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confused following his error that he had to call another
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an associate to assist in prosecuting auto

was later transported to another hospital for procedures
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Mr. Ricci previously worked as an associate
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hospital for guidance on what to do next. Ultimately,

at another prominent consumer justice firm. Prior to attending

A doctor recommended a simple outpatient gallbladder
procedure. However, during surgery, he mistakenly cut the
wrong duct. The severity of the mistake was compounded
by his inability to know what to do next and his failed attempts to correct his error. The patient had to be taken to
another hospital for procedures to reverse the damage.

Georgetown Law Center, he worked as a policy analyst for
Public Citizen, the nation’s largest and oldest consumer advocacy group. He worked to implement safety regulations in
the wake of the Ford-Firestone debacle of the 1990’s. He was
involved in the research that led to the issuance of tire pressure
monitoring system standards that are now mandatory on all
new motor vehicles. Also, he was one of the authors of the rollover crashworthiness and minimum stability standards included
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torneys Information Exchange Group for Crashworthiness. He

reports showed that Dr. X had caused similar problems for
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that provides grief counseling to children and families who have

the parties reached a settlement for the doctor’s full

lost a loved one. Mr. Ricci was recently appointed as a director

insurance limit, avoiding a lengthy and expensive trial. n

for the Young Lawyers Section of the Florida Justice Association.
As FJA leaders of tomorrow, the Section provides networking
opportunities for new lawyers and provides a support system
as they enter practice. n
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