
















Over the holiday season, Searcy Denney

Scarola Barnhart &.. Shipley employees showed

overwhelming generosity and goodwill by raising

$10,000 to support eight non-profit organizations.

The money was used to purchase new toys,

clothes, shoes, and food for more than 1,000

men, women, and children.

Spearheaded by Laurie Briggs and Dawn Pitts,

the firm's employees and their family members

raised the money, and then shopped. sorted,

wrapped, and delivered the gifts and food items.

Those organizations receiving support were:

• Palm Beach County Home, a facility for indigent

men and women, received more than 70 new

sweat suits. t-shirts, and hats.

• West Jupiter Community School, an after school

program for at-risk children, received $10 Publix

gift certificates for 55 different families.

• Child Outreach, a community organization for

low-income families in Palm County, received

1,000 small toys for children.

• Vickers House, a facility serving the homeless,

the elderly, and teen mothers, received 250

small toys for the children they serve.

• Guatemalan-Maya Center, which provides assis

tance to Guatemalans who have relocated to cen

tral Palm Beach County, received 500 small toys.

• Operation Hope, an emergency shelter for

women and children. received support for 30

children and 15 women.

• Adopt-A-Family, an organization helping families

in need, received support for four selected families.

The firm also assisted the LaFleur family after

Mike LaFleur, a Delray Beach Police Officer, died

of cancer, leaving a wife and five children.

Searcy Denney Scarola Barnhart &.. Shipley em

ployees purchased $500 worth of PubJix gift

certificates, $ t 85 worth of Wal-Mart and Target

gift certificates, and a box of food. On January

15, The Delray Beach Police Department pre

sented the law firm with a Community Service

Commendation for its holiday gift giving to the

LaFleur Family.•
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David Sales Joins
Palm Beach County
Literacy Coalition Board

On March t 5, actor Danny Glover was

the guest speaker at a luncheon, en

couraging the community to read and

promote literacy. Mr. Sales helped to

secure Mr. Glover's transportation,

tables at the event, and radio airtime

promoting literacy.•

On Nov. 2, 2001, David Sales was

ejected to the board of the Palm Beach

County Literacy Coalition. As one of

the 3 t board members, Mr. Sales will

help promote basic reading, writing,

grammar, and mathematics for both chil

dren and adults. In Palm Beach County,

22 percent of adults function at the

lowest category of literacy.

Lance Block Becomes
New Member of
FSU Board of Visitors

As a Board of Visitors, Mr. Block and 39

other members from across the country

will help to increase FSU's mission and

programs, both in and out of the legal

community in Florida. They will develop

mechanisms to help the interchange of

ideas between the college and the legal

profession. Board members also pro

vide advice and assistance in areas such

as financial support, recruitment, reten

tion of students, and career counseling

and placement. •

On Feb. 24, Lance Block was introduced

as a new member of Florida State Uni

versity (FSU) College of Law's Board of

Visitors. His term will last three years

and will conclude in the fall of 2004.

Accolades

The gift will help Stetson University Col

lege of Law remain one of the nation's

preeminent law schools in the training of

outstanding advocates. Stetson has been

consistently ranl<ed number one or two in

the nation by U.S. News &. World Report

for its Trial Advocacy Program. Mr.

Searcy, a 1973 graduate of Stetson, is

Vice Chair of the College's Board of Over

seers. Mr. Searcy has received numerous

awards from the university, including the

Distinguished Alumnus Award in 2000.•

Chris Searcy and
Firm Give $200,000
Leadership Gift

On Jan, 7, 2002, Chris Searcy and the

firm of Searcy Denney Scarola Barnhart &...

Shipley donated $200,000 to Stetson

University College of Law. The leadership

gift will help to establish the William

McKinley Smiley Chair in Trial Advocacy.

The endowment will honor Professor

Smiley. who has taught at Stetson Univer

sity College of Law for 36 years. Professor

Smiley is recognized as one of the nation's

outstanding teachers of trial advocacy.



Sean Domnick
Joins Easter Seals
Florida, Inc.

Recent Train Derailment
Eerily Similar To Palank
Case Won By SDSBS
te latest train derailment tragedy which occurred on April 18 in Crescent

City, Fla., underscores the need for people to look to the justice system to

protect lives and ensure safety on the rails. In this most recent derailment,

four people were killed and 100 were injured on an Amtrak train traveling

on CSX rails.

On July 3 t, t 991, eight people were killed and 71 injured when a Miami

to-Washington Amtrak train derailed and smashed into nine freight trains.

Paul Palank, a former Miami police officer, was one of the victims who was

tragically killed. A National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) investigation

showed that a retaining pin was broken. Further investigation by attorneys

Chris Searcy and Greg Barnhart on behalf of their client, Angel Palank, showed

that CSX, which owned the rails, made substantial safety and maintenance force

cutbacks, which resulted in the tragedy.

In 1995, $6.1 million in compensatory damages was awarded to Mrs. Palank.

On July 30, 1997, six jurors rendered the largest verdict for a single death in

the amount of $50 million in punitive damages.•

On Jan. 24. Sean Domnick was ap

pointed to the board of Easter Seals

Florida, Inc. for a three-year term. Mr.

Domnick joins 25 other board mem

bers to serve area children with special

needs and disabilities. Mr. Darnnid<

will also help to guide and oversee the

organization's staff in programming,

fund raising, and advocacy issues. A

capital campaign fund is currently

underway to build a new facility in

West Palm Beach.•

• Paul Palank
In 1984.
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Log onto

www.searcylaw.com
for the latest news and information
about Searcy Denney Scarola
Barnhart & Shipley.

Young Boy
Injured at Stop Sign .-.-.
Two Major Wins
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Make Leadership Gift[im'-.~-tn
SDSBS Employees Exemplify
Holiday Goodwill~--.~-tm.


