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Negligent Security at
Apartment Complex
Blamed for Visitor’s
Violent Death
Case settled at confidential seven-figure amount
In January 2003, Amparo Vidal and her husband, Aristides Milian, were in Orlando,
Florida, visiting Amparo’s father. The newlyweds had just recently returned from Italy,
where they were married. The family was celebrating the couple’s marriage and the
good news that Amparo was expecting the couple’s first child. In Orlando, Amparo’s
father lived at an apartment complex that, unknown to the family, was a haven
for crime. Even worse, the apartment complex and its management company had
turned a blind eye to crime, despite the fact that the police had been called to the
complex to respond to criminal activity nearly every day over the previous three years.
On January 16, 2003, the inevitable occurred. Amparo and her father were inside the
apartment. Aristides had stepped outside to talk on his phone. A few moments later
they heard a “pop.” They thought it was probably some fireworks going off nearby.
When emergency vehicles began arriving just outside, they became concerned.
Amparo and her father stepped outside and found Aristides lying in a pool of blood
from a gunshot wound. A few hours later, Aristides was pronounced dead. Amparo was
grief-stricken over the sudden loss of her husband, and the knowledge that her baby
would never know his wonderful father. She was emotionally devastated and physically
suffering. For months, she had to be closely watched because she was in danger of losing her baby. The birth of her son was bittersweet because Aristides was not there.
Belatedly realizing the dangerous environment that surrounded the apartment complex where her father lived, Amparo hired SDSBS attorneys Chris Searcy, Darryl Lewis
and Sia Baker-Barnes to represent her family in an action charging negligence by the
apartment complex’s management and security companies. A detailed investigation revealed that the apartment complex owners, its management company, and its
security company had failed in several ways to maintain the premises in a reasonably
safe manner. The owners and the management company admitted that they did
not evaluate the level of criminal activity at the complex, that they failed to take any
steps to determine the risk of harm to residents and guests of the complex, and that,
even after the police were called to the premises every day, they did absolutely nothing to address the problem of safety. (Continued on page six.)
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When Amparo Vidal and her
husband, Aristides Milian, visited Amparo’s father, they did not
realize they had stepped into
a deadly crime zone. Aristides
was fatally shot just outside his
father-in-law’s apartment. The
family soon discovered that
the apartment complex owners,
its management company, and
its security company had conspired to hide the dangers of
rampant crime throughout the
complex. This negligence cost
Aristides his life.
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