The Meeting Corner:

L. to r. Amber, Rebecca and Brandon Carroll

Update:

Christopher J. Pilato
Searcy Denney Scarola Barnhart & Shipley
is pleased to announce the hiring of
Christopher J. Pilato as a paralegal. Mr. Pilato
will work with attorney Darryl Lewis on
primarily personal injury and medical
malpractice cases.
Mr. Pilato grew up in Princeton, N.J. He
attended the University of Florida and
received a bachelor’s degree in marketing
in 1985. Following graduation, Mr. Pilato
joined Allstate Insurance Company where
he was a claims analyst and manager for
16 years, specializing in automobile and
general liability cases.
As a founding member of the Allstate Political Action Team, Mr. Pilato was involved in
various legislative and lobbying efforts. During his tenure, he helped to establish the
Hurricane Catastrophe Fund, designed to
keep the homeowners’ insurance market stabilized during and after hurricane strikes.
Mr. Pilato and his wife, Tracey, reside in
Coral Springs. They have been married for 15
years and have three boys, Michael, age 12,
Steven, age 8, and Christopher, age 3. Mr.
Pilato is active in his church and he coaches
Little League Baseball and soccer. ■

Hospital Settles After
Man’s Tragic Death
I

n Vol. 00, Number 4, Of Counsel reported on the case of Ronald Carroll.
On May 16, 1998, Mr. Carroll, who was employed as a truck driver, was
driving from Indiana to St. Petersburg. He began to experience shortness
of breath and stopped at an area drug store. The pharmacist, recognizing
the serious of Mr. Carroll’s situation, called 911. He was transported to
Hospital A in Gainesville where he was treated by the emergency room
staf f and an emergency room physician, Dr. B. In spite of documented
chest pain, an abnormal chest x-ray, and an abnormal EKG, Mr. Carroll
was discharged and continued to drive the remaining three hours to St.
Petersburg. Mr. Carroll died of heart failure shortly after arriving at his
home on May 17, leaving behind his wife Rebecca, daughter Amber,
and son Brandon.
Attorneys Chris Searcy and Bill Norton previously settled with the emergency room physician for his policy limits of $1 million. In that case, the
hospital and physician had admitted liability in an attempt to cap damages at $350,000. Mr. Searcy and Mr. Norton cited the St. Mary’s Hospital
v. Charles Phillipe case that provides $350,000 for each claimant, in addition to the economic damages caused by Mr. Carroll’s death.
Mr. Searcy and Mr. Norton worked closely with vocational rehabilitation
and economic experts. In May of this year, they were able to secure an
additional settlement of $700,000 from Hospital A. The total settlement
will provide the Carroll family with a measure of economic security as
they cope with the loss of their beloved husband and father. ■
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