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$1.35 Million Settlement for
Damage Resulting from Lack
of Monitoring During Surgery

In March 2000, James Williams and his wife, Sandra, were vacationing in Florida when
James began to suffer shortness of breath and other indications of a cardiac problem. He
was taken to a local hospital where doctors examined him and determined that he had
an arterial occlusion (blockage) that would require expeditious cardiac bypass surgery. To
avoid any delay, the couple decided to have the surgery performed in Florida. Unfortu-
nately, the feam performing the surgical procedure failed to exercise reasonable care
and proper procedures, and James suffered permanent damage to his eye.

During this type of surgery, a patient’s normal cardiac output is maintained by a heart-
lung machine. In using the machine, it is necessary to maintain a proper and sufficient
volume and flow of blood to the body to keep the cells of the body functioning properly.
During James'’ surgery, the doctors failed to prime the heart-lung machine with a suffi-
cient volume of blood, and this led, in turn, to their inability fo maintain a sufficient flow of
oxygen-carrying hemoglobin to the cells of his body. This failure to keep the body prop-
erly perfused with oxygenated blood caused significant damage to James’ optic nerve,
leaving him with a permanent decrease in vision. The treating physicians should have
been aware of the problem based on information reported by blood flow monitors in the
operating room. Further, the physicians relied inordinately upon the use of vasoconstricting
drugs which likely added to the problem of poor oxygenation.

James and Sandra asked SDSBS attorneys Jack Scarola and Darryl Lewis to represent
them in an action against the physicians and the hospital for failure to exercise reasonable
and proper care in performing the surgery. The medical team’s failures were established
for the plaintiffs with the help of experts in cardiothoracic surgery, neuro-ophthalmology
and cardiac anesthesia. After the second day of jury selection, defendants agreed to
a seftlement of $1.35 million. B
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While vacationing in Florida, James Williams was taken
to a local hospital with symptoms of cardiac distress.
Examination revealed an arterial blockage that required
expeditious bypass surgery. James and his wife decided
to have the surgery done right away. Unfortunately, dur-
ing surgery the doctors failed to operate and maintain
the heart-lung machine properly and the lack of suffi-
cient oxygenated blood resulted in significant and per-



