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MEDIA ALERT

II TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF FLORIDA
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: fiLL BEACH, DIRECTOR
OFFICE OF GOVERNMENT LIAISON & PUBLIC RELATIONS

(305) 349-7189 fax (305) 349-7190
JACKIE GUTIERREZ COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALIST

PHONE (305) 349-7187 fax (305) 349-7190

The Eleventh Judicial Circuit of Florida
Public Service Announcement

Our court security manager has learned that in some parts of the country, identity theft
scammers, pretending to work for local courts, are calling potential victims with the news
that they have failed to report for jury duty and that a warrant has been issued for their ar­
rest. They then ask victims for personal confidential information, inclUding Social Security
numbers, birth dates and credit card numbers for verification purposes. This is exactly the
information scammers need to commit identity theft.

The jury duty scam has already been reported in nine states: Arizona, Illinois, Michigan,
Minnesota, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Texas and Washington.

While we do not have reports of this happening locally, we want the community to be aware
of the potential of a scam like this occurring.

In reality, court workers do not call potential jurors and ask for their Social Security numbers,
credit card numbers and other personal information. The Clerk of Courts office manages
the jury pool summons and says it does not call jurors. It does respond to phone calls
from people who are summoned to serve and request a change of date of service. But,
the clerks do not ask for any personal information. Most courts use postal mail exclusively
for jury matters.

Thank you for alerting the public to this possible crime.

Dade County Courthouse
73 West Flagler street
Miami, FL 33130
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Accolades:

alk'

(I-r) Vividn Aydn-Tejedd. Michelle White. Ericd lUCdS.
Dldnd Rennie. Donnd Miller, Ddwn Pitts. Cdtherlne
Chrlstmdn. Robin Krlberney (not shown)

James Gustafson was elected

Chair of the Professional

Negligence Section of the

American Trial Lawyers Asso­

ciation in July Z005.•

Darryl L. Lewis was a Program

Chair for the Z005 Auto Neg­

ligence Seminar that was held

on July ZZ, Z005 at the Quorum

Hotel in Tampa.•

Emili

Emilio Dlamantis received the 'Z005 Presidents

Award' from the American Lung Association at their

Annual Meeting in June for his years of dedication

for serving on the Board and as Secretary.•

(I-r) Art Grdsso, President, Amerlcdn
lung Assoc/dtlon ofSouthedst
Florldd. Emilio Didmdntls. SDSB5,
dndJIm Sugdrmdn. Executive
Director, Amerlcdn lung Assocldtlon.

On Friday, October 7, Z005, SDSBS employees participated in

The Leukemia &. Lymphoma Society's "Light the Night Walk."

The firm was a Gold Sponsor of the event. The SDSBS team

collected contributions before participating in the three-mile

walk along Flagler Drive In West Palm Beach. All of the pro­

ceeds raised will help to fund research.•

(I-r) joseph
Bernddel, Prlnclpdl;
Dr. Derl Ronis
dnd SDSBS Attorney
Sid Bdker-Bdrnes

Sia Baker-Barnes was a guest speaker at the Toussiant L'Ouverture

Charter High School for Arts &. Social Justice in Delray Beach in

September Z005. Ms. Baker-Barnes spoke on "Leadership." •
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To Mr. Barnhart:

I
I
I
I

J am enclosing this article from The Jupiter Cowier regarding Brian and Kevin to show you the

end result ofa medical malpractice suit that insured a measure ofjustice for our family.

To remind you, Brian was an identical twin to Kevin, but he was bom from the wrong side
of the zygote and had esophageal atresia. Hospitalized for treatment ofrus mechanical

defect, he was a victim of malpractice and suffered seizures which left him with

white matter hrain damage and c0l1icai atrophy.

Brian was left with a mild cerehral palsy, learning disahilities, speech and motor deficits. He

grew up with a constant reminder of what was lost in living with an identical twin.

Kevin has heen at the top of evelY class from elementary through secondary, including

valedictorian in his senior year. He was the top cross country varsity runner since the eighth
grade setting the still standing school record for 5K. He played varsity basketball since tenth

grade and was chosen for the varsity baseball team as a ninth grader.

Brian was in speech, occupational, and physical therapy from infant to elementary school.

He was tutored for learning disahilities from third grade to fifth grade. Since that time,

he has had to be tutored in reading comprehension, and literature off and on in secondary
school. He has had private pbysical training to overcome the problems with the weakness

caused by his cerebral palsy so he would not damage himself in cross country running. He

worked three times as hard as Kevin only to see himself fall short.

Despite the differences, they are very close and Kevin has been part of Brian's success
Kevin has been an additional live-in tutor to help Brian.

The monetary settlement allowed Brian to attend a wonderful, supportive, small private
school. Every teacher had Brian in their sights. His leaming problems were picked up early.

He was in an environment where he was surrounded by people who knew him and cared
about him. We would never have gotten that at a public school. We could not have afforded

a private school without my working full time. J could not have taken care of Brian working

full time. (It was tough doing it part time nightsl)

EvelY therapy session was in our home. Most of the tutoring was in our bome. The years of

individual work with Brian was extremely expensive but we never had to worry about the
cost. Each time a problem was identified, 1could pick up the phone and find someone to help

him and never question how much we would have to payor wonder how long it would take.

Did it totally make up for the agony ofwbat our family went through? NO! I would trade every

penny to have Brian not have the problems he has had but, the money has made the difference in

the peace of mind we had to ensure Brian had every opportunity to overcome rus deficits.

Both Kevin and Brian are going to Stetson University. For Brian, it was his dream school

because they will let rum run cross country for the college team. Stetson gave Kevin a

wonderful academic scholarship and recruited him for their Honor's program. But, it was not
bis first choice. He decided against Wake Forest because he chose to he with Brian.

We knew Kevin was going to be valedictorian for a year but Brian having been chosen for
salutatorian position was a wonderful surprise.

We just wanted to thank you and your work for your part of that surprise.

After many years, we again say Thank You for the difference you made in our son's life.

Belinda and Mike

The following letter is from the

mother of twin boys. I represented

one of the twins many years agO.

11'5 always wonderful when a

lawyer hears from a client to let

I W about the challenges and
us wo

they have encoun­succ.esses
tered in their lives.

. .I to share her
It 15 a pnvl ege

letter with you.

Greg Bifrnhifrt

Twins Kevin, ifbove,

ifnd Brlifn,

right.

(BecauSe this case was
settled with a confidential

agreement, the names of

the parties to the iawsUit

and the amounts of the

settlement will remain

confidentiaL)
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Confidential
Settlement:
MEDICAL
NEGLIGENCE

Negligent Use ofIV Causes Damages
rs. X was admitted to the hospital on May 2,2002,

suffering from fever, diarrhea, nausea, and vomiting for

the previous two days. The emergency room physi-

cian examined her, and ordered intravenous Phenergan

to aiieviate the nausea. Two registered nurses piaced

the antecubital intravenous iine into Mrs. X's left arm.

When the Phenergan was injected, Mrs. X immediately

felt a painful burning sensation that traveled from the

intravenous site down her arm to her fingertips. She

expressed concern about the pain, and the nurses told

her that it was a normal reaction to the drug.

The nausea continued despite the Phenergan injection,

and the emergency room physician admitted Mrs. X

into the hospital. Mrs. X's' primary physician had been
informed of Mrs. X's condition and had chosen to have

the emergency room physician do the admitting. In
addition to the gastrointestinal probiems, Mrs. X con­

tinued to have severe and worsening pain in her left

arm. Mrs. X was also examined by another physician
on the day she was admitted. That physician's exami­

nation noted "acute gastroenteritis". His examination

aiso noted that he doubted an acute abdominai or

bowel obstruction and had ruled out the possibility of

gastritis. The physician ordered continued hydration

and intravenous antibiotics. His notes made no men­

tion of the condition of Mrs. X's left arm.

The next day, May 3rd, the nurses noted that Mrs. X's

pain had worsened, and that the arm was slightly hard

and turning black and blue. Warm compresses were

applied and the nurses measured and noted the cir­

cumference of her arm. Mrs. X's primary physician was

notified of the pain in the left arm. Although the doctor

did not visit the hospital to examine Mrs. X, the doctor did

order a venous Doppler examination. That examination
found no deep vein thrombosis. Mrs. X's probiems were

not the result of an intravenous injection. Her problems

were clearly the result of the administration of Phenergan

directly into her artery instead of into her vein. Even as

her arm began to turn black and the pain continued to

worsen, Mrs. X was not informed of the mistake. Later

in the day, the hospital's physician ordered Demerol

for what he noted as Mrs. X's "severe pain". The nurses

continued to note the deterioration of her arm, and took

pictures to document the condition.

SEARCY DENNEY SCAROLA BARNHART & SHIPLEY, PA

Mrs. X's primary physician was informed of the worsen­
ing condition and, on May 4th, the physician asked for
a consult with a vascular surgeon. Mrs. X was, by this
time, receiving multiple doses of Demerol. The vascular
surgeon examined Mrs. X that day, and instantly rec­
ognized that she was in danger of losing her arm. He
immediately arranged for Mrs. X to be transferred via

helicopter to another hospital where she was admitted
for emergency surgery by an orthopedic surgeon. In
examining the arterial structures of Mrs. X's ieft arm, he
found and documented several needle puncture marks
in the left antecubital fassa, which left little doubt as to
the cause of Mrs. X's arterial injury.

For two days, from the initial interarterial administration
of Phenergan when she questioned the severe pain in

her arm, until the day she was examined by the vascular
surgeon, Mrs. X was not informed of the negligent ad­
ministration of the drug in her left arm. Nor was Mrs. X
informed that Phenergan is an extremely caustic drug
and, when placed in an artery, is capable of causing
severe injury. Had Mrs. X been properly informed of
the danger she faced when the treatment went awry,
she and her husband would have immediately sought
further consultation and care from proper specialists
and facilities.

{illerproblems were clearly the result
ofthe administration ofPhenergan

directly into her artery instead ofhervein"
After enduring five surgeries and numerous sessions of
grueling physical therapy, Mrs. X's ieft arm is virtuaiiy
useiess. She has no strength or flexibility, and wears a
spiint for support. She remains in continuous pain, and
must constantly guard her arm against even the most

minor trauma to avoid magnifying that pain.

Mr. and Mrs. X charged the hospital, nurses, primary phy­
sician, emergency room physician, and general surgeon
with responsibility for her injury, and asked attorney Wil­
liam A. Norton to represent them. Severai of the parties
have at this time reached a satisfactory and confidential
settlement for damages and the medical costs incurred
by Mrs. X. The legal action continues against the remain­
der of the parties responsible for Mrs. X's injury.•
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Members of DSBS
enjoy the 'Shoot Out' for
Cattlemen's Association

h i

On Saturday, August 6, Z005 our firm was

happy to sponsor two teams to participate

in the St. Lucie County Cattlemen's Assoc.

Fun Shoot which took place at Quail Creek

Piantation in Okeechobee, Florida. Members

rl",..01~-".:'1"'f~tp--iof our firm, Earl Denney, Jr., Todd Falzone,

Deane Cady, Melanie Weese, Randy Dufresne,

Vi Ware, Chris Shelby and Ethan Wayne,

participated in this wonderful event. Quail

Creek offers two fully-automated sporting

clay courses (skeet shooting). Our partici­

pants showed their marksmanship skills by

shooting 100 rounds of sporting clays, with

Earl Denney, Jr. coming in as our top shooter.

After the shoot, all participants enjoyed a

delicious steak lunch while having the oppor­

tunity to interact with members of the Asso­

ciation and other members of the community.

Proceeds from the Fun Shoot went to benefit

the Cattlemen's scholarship program.•

SEARCY
DENNEY

SCAROLA
BARNHART
~SHIPLEY."

_--.:':~__-J'Itto,."eys _
at Caw

Front Row (I to r) De.we Cddy, VI Wdre,
Curtis Reynolds; Bdck Row (I to r) Ethdn Wdyne,
Todd Fdlzone, Edrl Denney, Me/dnle Weese,
Rdndy DuFresne, Chris Shelby.

l<
~~),! ~
",,~I'l' ,

(I to r) Kimberly Cunningham Mosley, Co-Chair
Walk-A-Thon; Cdpurnla Cannon, Director, Child Out­
reach; KaJinthla R. Dillard. Co-Chair Walk-A-Thon;
Sia Baker-Barnes, President, West Palm Beach
ChapterofThe links andattorney with SDSBS.

SDSBS Participates in Links' 11th
Annual Walk-A-Thon To Ben fit

The West Palm Beach Chapter of The Links, Inc.

hosted its 11th Annual Walk-A-Thon on September 24,

2005 at the Palm Beach Mall in West Palm Beach. The

Links, Inc. is a women's community service organiza­

tion with chapters in over 400 cities throughout the

United States and abroad. The West Palm Beach chap­

ter was established in 1969. Over the past 36 years,

it has contributed to our community by raising

scholarship money for students studying the arts,

by mentoring children through its Services to Youth

Facet, and by donating proceeds of each Walk-A­

Thon to various charities that serve the needs of

the local disadvantaged community. This year's

event will benefit Child Outreach, Inc., an organiza­

tion providing assistance to children and families in

need in Palm Beach and Martin Counties.•
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Chad and his sister Amber in younger years.

Roof Crush Defect in SUV
u e Horrific Brain Injury

(Continued From page three.)

Chad suffered a horrific brain injury. Because of the

injury, Chad was in a coma for several months. Many

of Chad's health care providers believed his condition
would never improve. However, with the loving sup­

port of his family and friends, and his courageous spirit.

Chad was abie to come out

of his coma. Chad continues
to defy the odds. Chad's

family and other ioved ones

have verified that, at times,
Chad is able to foilow sim­

pie, one step commands.

Chad has always been a
fighter. Prior to the crash,

Chad was a champion wres­

tler at Columbia County

High School. His friends de­
scribe him as unpretentious
and genuine, a confidante

who provided leadership

and support to his peers.

Chad was considered by teachers and coaches, civic

leaders and high school classmates, to be a role model

for his honesty, ieadership, integrity and courage, and

for his love of life. When the accident happened, the

schooi suffered profound grief requiring counseling for a

number of students and personnel. Students at his school

rallied to organize carnivais and other fund-raising

events to raise money for Chad's medical expenses. And

as Chad works hard with his rehabilitation, his friends

still visit him to share with him what is happening in

their lives.

Robert and Kay Granger retained attorney Stephen A.

Smith of Lake City, Florida, to investigate this matter

on behaif of their son, Chad. After Mr. Smith's initial

investigation, he, along with the Grangers, referred

the case to Searcy Denney Scaroia Barnhart II.. Shipley.

Attorneys Chris Searcy and Darryi Lewis discovered

that Chad's injuries were the direct resuit of the rollover

and roof crush defect prominent in many of General

Motors'SUVs. Mr. Searcy and Mr. Lewis filed a prod­

uct liability lawsuit in jacksonville, Florida, against

General Motors. The suit alleged that Chad received

his horrific injuries because General Motors knowingly

designed its vehicle with a weak and defective roof.

It further alleged that Generai Motors knew the roof
could not withstand a real-world rollover, and that

people like Chad were likely to be killed or receive

catastrophic injuries as a result of the roof crushing

into the occupant compartment. As litigation was
initiated, Mr. Searcy and Mr. Lewis included attorney

Howard Coker, of jacksonville, Florida, as a member of

the Granger's legal team.

Roof crush and rollover

product Iiabi Iity cases are

known to be some of the
most complex and hard­

fought cases In our legal

system. During litigation,

the Granger legal team
learned that General Mo­

tors had long been aware of
the problems involving roof

crushing during rollovers

of these vehicles. It became
apparent that the company's

prior knowledge of the defect

had existed since the 1960s.
Each successive litigation and discovery process pro­

duced more documents detailing that General Motors

understood the existence of the defect and the fact that
it was causing terrible harm to the driving public.

General Motors retained multiple, high-powered defense
law firms from Florida and other states to represent them

in the Granger case. General Motors and other manufac­

turers often spend hundreds of thousands of dollars and,

in some instances, millions of dollars to defend cases
involving these issues. This case proved no different and

was very hard fought. After several months of intense
litigation, the judge in jacksonville set the case for trial.

Prior to the trial, Mr. Searcy and Mr. Lewis attempted

extensively to mediate this matter. lust weeks before
the scheduled start of the trial, and after more than a

year of litigation, Mr. Searcy and Mr. Lewis reached a

settlement on behalf of the Granger family, the amount
of which must remain confidential.

At the present time Chad Granger remains ventilator
dependent. But with the wonderful care and love of

his sister, Amber, and his parents, he continues his

courageous fight. •

...,
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